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SUBJEGCT  Military Information: Mukden Area

1. There is no jmmediate danger of Chinese Commumist military occupation of Mukden.
The Nationalists will send troops from Changechun, Kirin and Ssupingenieh to
dukden’s defense before the situation reaches that stage.

2. It is poasible that the odbjective of the present offensive may be Mukden but it
is felt that tne mein purpose is to force the Nationaslists to give up Changclun
and Kirin by threatening the Mulkden ares. 1t is also felt that tie Chinese
Comminists want Changelun and Kirin in order Lo control the Hsiaofengman powser
plant and to open the railroad from Haroin tnrough Lafacnan and Kirin to connect
the Hailung and Hsian railroad lines, thus geining practically complete control
of Manchuria. 1t 1s believed that the Communists intend to make bh&ngclmn
thair capital and to use it my a base for drwing on laukden,

The Nationalists do not plan to destroy the power plant upon withdrawal.

On 28 Dscetber the Nationslists felt that tney could prevesnt a Chinese Communist
siege /¥ capture/ of Mukden with the troops they now have i. Mukden and the
army whieh ig supposed to be flown from Hopei Province.

The situation in Mukden is not as serious as played up by the American corves-

pondents .  The attacking "Commmnist Arsy® may often consiat of iro;n two to three
tmndred marauders who are not under a central leadership,
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